To: Thomas, Latosha[Thomas. Latosha@epa.gov] 

From: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Sent: Thur 8/13/2015 8:54:01 PM 

Subject: EPA Highlights 



Emergency Response to Release from Gold King Mine 



lOn August 5, 2015, EPA was conducting 
an investigation of the Gold King Mine near Silverton, Colorado, to assess the on- 
going water releases from the mine, treat mine water, and assess the feasibility of 
further mine cleanup. While excavating loose material that had collapsed into the 
cave entry, pressurized water began leaking above the mine tunnel, spilling about 
three million gallons of water stored behind the collapsed material into Cement 
Creek, a tributary of the Animas River. 


Yesterday, EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy visited Durango, CO to inspect 
response efforts relating to the mining waste water release and to meet with state, 
local and tribal officials. Today, Administrator McCarthy will visit the response efforts 
in Farmington, NM. More details about the visit will be released as they become 
available. Get the latest updates on EPA's response to the spill . 

While in Durango, Administrator McCarthy attended a briefing at the Unified EPA 
Area Command where she discussed new data from August 7th, 8th, and 9th that is 
showing water quality levels in the Animas River near Durango similar to pre-event 
conditions. EPA is continuing to work with local community officials tasked 
with making decisions about public health. 


Listen to audio of Administrator McCarthy’s remarks and press conference at the 
Unified EPA Area Command regarding the latest response efforts. 


The EPA Highlights is now available on the Web! You can subscribe and find the 
most current and past editions here: http://www2.epa.gov/communitvhealth/epa- 
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If you would rather not receive future communications from US EPA, Office of Public Engagement, let us know by clicking here 
US EPA, Office of Public Engagement, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20460 United States 
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